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TORONTO—Financial close has been reached on the 
$322-million Enterprise Data Centre (EDC) Expansion Project 
build at the Canadian Forces Base in Borden, Ont. 

Financial close reached on Borden data centre expansion project
The project consists of a 50,000-square-foot mission critical 
operating data centre. Construction is expected to start this 
summer, with the expanded data centre facility ready to begin 
receiving workloads from federal partner organizations in fall 
2017.

The financial close was announced May 26 by Forum Equity 
Partners and its consortium, Uptime Infrastructure Partners. The 
project will be undertaken as part of a public-private partnership 
with owners Shared Services Canada and Defence Construction 
Canada.

The partners are aiming for LEED Silver certification during 
both the construction and operating period of the facility and 
will aim to meet the Uptime Institute's 2012 Tier III Data Centre 
Infrastructure Tier Standards. The operational term of the project 
is 25 years, after service commencement.

The project will help to consolidate approximately 500 data 
centres currently managed by the federal government down to 
seven centres, says the Forum Equity media statement.

Under the partnering agreement, Forum is the EDC project lead 
and acts as asset manager of the partnership entity. Forum will 
provide 50 per cent of the equity required and Balfour Beatty 
Investments will provide the remaining 50 per cent. Manulife 
provided senior debt financing to the EDC project by way of a 
private placement.

Construction services will be delivered by Walsh Construction 
Company Canada. Ehvert Mission Critical will be the lead 
engineer, architectural services will be provided by WZMH 
and Brookfield Global Integrated Solutions Canada GP Ltd. will 
be the facilities manager.

The acquisition of the EDC concludes a successful month of May 
for Walsh Canada which saw it close on another P3 project, the 
$170-million Etobicoke General Hospital Phase 1 Patient Tower, 
combining for almost $300 million in new work for the design-
builder.

Three consortia were shortlisted to compete in the Request For 
Proposal process before Uptime was selected as the preferred 
partner.


